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About the Author
To obtain his Ph.D. in Physics, Ronan Lamy spent four years analyzing data in a proprietary
computer algebra system. This taught him the power of symbolic computation. After quitting
academia, and losing access to all his work, he discovered the beauty of Python and understood,
a little late, the benefits of using a well-designed, general-purpose programming language with
a free license.
He is now an open source developer and Python consultant, and remains fascinated
by symbolic computation. He has been a core developer of SymPy since 2009.

About the Reviewer
Douglas B. Meade is an Associate Professor and Director of Undergraduate Studies in the

Department of Mathematics at The University of South Carolina in Columbia, SC. His research
interests include numerical PDEs, mathematical modeling, and applications of computer
algebra. He has been using symbolic mathematics, primarily Maple, for more than 25 years. He
is a co-author of Getting Started with Maple (2009, third edition, Wiley, ISBN: 978-0470455548).
Prof. Meade's current project is Maplets for Calculus, a collection of drill-and-practice maplets
on nearly 200 topics from precalculus through vector calculus. He is intrigued by the possibilities
of SymPy to facilitate the use of symbolic mathematics to an even wider range of academic and
educational applications.
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